
           SHIPLEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL HERITAGE TRAIL 
 
We begin our heritage trail next to our school, where we 
join the passage that leads into Selborne Terrace. 

Crossing Bradford Road at 
the pedestrian crossing, we 
then enter Northcliffe 
Park, passing through the 
strikingly impressive gate, 
where there are plaques 
commemorating the giving 
and opening of the grounds by one-time Shipley 

M.P. Sir Norman Rae (the playing fields are named after him). Here there is a 
wide and stately promenade which leads between 
colourful flower beds. As we enter the open space 
at the top we turn left and follow the path that 
runs parallel with Bradford Road. At the end we 

descend the steps to 
join Cliffe Wood 
Avenue, and enter the 
park again from that 
point. Before reaching 
the miniature train 
ride, look for the unmarked path that runs into the 
woods on the left. This path winds its way into the 
wooded area until it brings us to some wooden steps 
on the left. We climb these and continue, until we 
arrive at Heaton Royds Lane, which we join, 
opposite Heaton Royds School. From here we begin 
a steady climb into the countryside, heading for 

the tiny medieval hamlet of Heaton Royds – 
our first major point of interest on our trail. 
Meanwhile, there is plenty of time to enjoy 
the track and fields; check out the flora and 
fauna; watch out for fossils in the wall, and 
looking back from the ‘dog leg’ at the top of 
the track (just beyond the ‘kissing gate’ 
(stile), there is a great view across to 
Wrose and Bolton. Just a few yards ahead 



of us awaits the medieval settlement of Heaton Royds – also known as ‘Six Days 
Only’. 
Heaton Royds dates right 
back to the Middle Ages and 
is one of the oldest 
settlements in the area. It is 
half in, half out of Shipley (in 
fact it is ‘back to front’ – the 
left-hand side as we approach 
is in Shipley, while the right-
hand side is in Heaton 
(shouldn’t it be the other way 
around?). The first dwelling on 
our left is a labourer’s 
cottage, with a large barn 
attached (circa 18th century). Beyond this is the white house, which belonged to 

the Dixon family, and is dated 1632 (look for the date 
over the door). Opposite is Royds Hall Farm, built on the 
site of the original Royds Hall - home of the Rhodes 
family since before the 16th century. This building is not 
of that period though, having replaced the earlier hall in 
the 17th century. Both sets of houses are historically 
important buildings. 

In his book ‘Aspects of Bradford’, local historian Bob Duckett refers to the 
little hamlet as ‘Six Days Only’ and as being best known for the sale of Nettle 
Beer. That may be, but we are very much intrigued by the name ‘Six Days Only’, 
since there has been speculation over the years as to its origin. According to Mr 

Duckett, William Hartley 
Gudgeon, who had spent 
his entire working life 
there (more than sixty 
years) said in 1991, that 
the name originated from 
the time when a Salvation 
Army man rented the 
nurseries. Mr Gudgeon 
described the man as 
being “reet religious and 
he wouldn’t open up on a 
Sunday”. The man 
constructed a sign in the 



shape of a cross, which he painted white with black letters. ‘Only’ was written 

across, and ‘six days’ down, indicating that the nurseries were open only six days 
of the week – the seventh being the Sabbath! 
 
From Heaton Royds we turn right and follow Long Shay Lane to Heaton Shay, 
making sure we stay on the right-hand side of the road, facing the traffic, and 

keeping well in to the side of the road 
(there is no causeway). At Heaton Shay 
we take the footpath that leads 
between the houses, and which will take 
us across the golf course – make sure 
you keep to the path! Stay with the 
path and after crossing Northcliffe 
Dyke (the beck) it will bring us back to 
Northcliffe Park (at the very top), and 
to High Bank Lane. 
According to a Mr John Lee of Heaton, 

who published his reminiscences in 1926, this area ‘...was the site of many prize 
fights. The ring was formed on the flat portion, while the spectators occupied 
the slopes on either side. No gloves were used...the fight was always to the 
finish, either by one of the pugilists [fighters] acknowledging his defeat, or by 
being so battered that he could continue the contest no longer. These contests 
were terrible to watch, but they drew large crowds of men, women, and children 
from Bradford... 
After the fight the 
pugilists presented 
most unsightly 
objects, sometimes 
their faces being so 
scarred as to be 
unrecognisable by 
their best 
friends...How the 
supporters of these 



prize fights managed to elude the vigilance of the parish constable, or to 
prevent his interference, I know not, but they did’  
 

From here we begin to descend to Saltaire, 
walking steadily down High Bank Lane to the 
junction of Avondale Road. Here you have an 
option: you can continue ahead, joining Moorhead 
Road and following it to the junction of Bradford 
Road, or to save time and shoe-leather, turn 

right into Avondale Road, then first left and 
follow Grosvenor Road down to Bradford Road. 
From either point, we are heading to the 
junction of Titus Street and Victoria Road – the 
very heart of Saltaire. 
 
Saltaire’s founding father was Sir Titus Salt, A Victorian industrialist and 
patriarch, who already owned mills in Bradford. His story may be told elsewhere 
on this heritage trail, but for now it is enough to know that he valued his 
workers so highly that he decided to take them away from the smoky, 
Dickensian squalor of life in the city by building a brand new settlement for 
them in an area where there was fresh, clean air. Here, on the corner of a 

street named after him, we can see his legacy. His mill workers lived in clean, 
sanitary conditions, with each dwelling having gas, running water and a toilet 
(virtually unheard of in 1851, when the building of the village began). The neat 
streets of terraced housing were named after the founder and other members 
of his family, as well as the reigning monarch (Victoria Street) and her consort, 
(Albert Street). 
 



Sir Titus Salt not only built 
houses for his workers, he 
included schools, a bathhouse, 
laundry, hospital and a row of 
almshouses. Here in Victoria 
Road he also built the 
magnificent centrepiece of 
his village – the Institute 

(today called Victoria Hall) and also the 
Elementary School (now part of Shipley College). 
However, though magnificent these buildings 
may be, we are actually interested in the four 
figures that stand on the corners. Seemingly, 
the history of the four carved lions which grace 
the open spaces in front of the Institute and 
the Elementary School is somewhat remarkable. 
They were first designed by the sculptor, 
Thomas Milnes of London, for the base of 
Nelson’s Column in Trafalgar Square. For some 
unexplained reason, however, the commission 
was transferred to Sir Edwin Landseer and the 
lions were discarded. The unusually canny Sir Titus Salt, having an eye for a 

bargain, saw them, bought them, 
removed them to Saltaire, and had them 
placed in the positions they grace today. 
The lions represent Vigilance, 
Determination, Peace and War, each 
name chiselled into the columns they 

stand upon. Each figure is eight feet 
in length, three feet wide, and eight 
feet high, and the weight of each is 
nearly three tons! 
From here we walk gently down to the 
bottom of Victoria Road, passing over 
the railway, and to where stands, on 
our right, one of the great industrial 
buildings of the world!  



 
What can one say about a mill 
that houses the largest room in 
the world? There have been vast 
volumes of books written on this – 
probably the most magnificent 
and monumental example of 
industrial architecture in the 
country – if not the world 
(Saltaire and its mill are, after 
all, a World Heritage Centre!) 
BUT, whilst we do not wish to 
belittle the truly astonishing size 

and importance of Sir Titus Salt’s 
incredible mill, our trail is designed to 
focus more on the smaller side of local 
history, so it is enough for us to say that 
the mill was: 

a) built between the railway and the 
canal to make maximum use of such 
facilities.  

b) it is built in the classic Italian 
style of architecture (many mills, 
such as Dalton Mills at Keighley, 
were built in this style) and boasts 
a chimney which is a copy of a bell 
tower of a church in Venice.  

c) at its peak, the mill employed 
something like four thousand men 
and women, providing work for a 
vast army of people, not just from 
Saltaire, but all the surrounding 
villages too.  

d) These days it is used as a 
showcase for arts and crafts, 
including the artworks of David 
Hockney, who was born in 
Bradford.  

 
 



The erection of the Congregational 
Church was also part of Sir Titus 
Salt’s original plan, and was 
commenced in 1856, and completed 
in 1859. It was designed by 
Messrs. Lockwood & Mawson, the 
architects of Saltaire, while the 
contractors for the masonry were 
Messrs. Moulson Brs., and the 
carving and woodwork was 
executed by Mr John Ives. Like 
the mill, the church is situated 
between the canal and the railway, 
and in front of the mill’s main 
offices. Also like the mill, it is of 
Italian design, of which a 19th 
century local historian, William 
Cudworth, stated in his book ‘Round 
About Bradford (published circa 

1880) that: ‘As a whole this church is stated to be the most exquisite example 
of pure Italian architecture in the kingdom.’ 
The principle front consists of a 
circular colonnade of Corinthian 
columns, detached from the building, 
above which rises a handsome 
pedestal, supporting a cupola and dome 
130 feet in height. The building is 140 
feet long, and the cost was estimated 
at £16,000 – a vast sum in those days. 
All was paid for by Sir Titus Salt. 
The family mausoleum, on the south 
side of the church, was erected in 
1860, and contains the remains of Sir 
Titus Salt, and other members of his 
family. The mausoleum (on view from 
inside the church) contains a beautiful 
full-length female figure emblematic 
of the Resurrection, in pure Italian 
marble, sculptured by a Mr Adams 
Acton of London. 
 



Also on the south-east side of the church is the 
Saltaire War Memorial commemorating those who gave 
their lives for this country in the First and Second 
World Wars. 
 
It is a short walk to the River Aire from here, and to 
where we cross the footbridge, from where there is a 
great view of the weir, and just below, the site of the 
stepping stones once known as the ‘Hippings’.  
Local 19th century historian, William Cudworth, alluded 
to a ‘tragic event’ having taken place at the ‘Hippings’ 
involving a gentleman called John Nicholson. Mr 
Cudworth campaigned for a plaque to mark the spot 
where the event took place, but whether he was 
successful we do not know. But we have discovered that 

he was referring to the night of Good Friday, 13th of April, 1843, when local 
dialect poet, John 
Nicholson, probably 
heavily intoxicated by 
drink, tried in the 
dark to cross the 
River Aire by use of 
the stepping stones, 
known locally then as 
the ‘Hippings’. The 
stones were known for 
being dangerous at any 
time of day, but in the 

dark, and drunk, it seems Mr 
Nicholson lost his footing, and was 
carried away down the river. His 
lifeless body was found the next 
day on the bank further down the 
river. He had died of exposure. 
John Nicholson’s literary works 
included ‘Airedale in Ancient 
Times’ and ‘The Factory Girl’, and 
he was somewhat of a celebrity 
among the Bradford ‘Men of 
Culture’. 

 



The Boathouse by the River Aire is always a place worth visiting. In summer 
many people come here for a paddle-cruise along the river or canal, or to sit on 
its banks, stroll the park, or just open a picnic case and take in the dreamy 
quality of the area. Once upon a time however, the waterbus that serves the 
nearby canal between Saltaire and Bingley went much further than it does 
today. Did you know that in the 
19th century, you could buy a 
ticket which said “Saltaire to 
New York, calling at Bingley, 
Skipton and Liverpool?” It 
seems you caught the little 
canal cruise boat, and enjoying 
a leisurely few days aboard, 
arriving at Liverpool docks 
where you then transferred to 
one of the big ocean-going 
liners. These days you have to 
go to the Leeds-Bradford 
Airport! 
 
In 1770 the Leeds-Liverpool Canal Company was formed (with local Bradford 
men John Hustler and Abraham Balme chosen to represent the Yorkshire 
interest in the project), after years of industrialists lobbying governments to 
build a waterway linking the two important northern cities of Leeds and 
Liverpool. Hitherto, getting their wares to Liverpool for transportation to the 
United States had been a nightmare for Yorkshire manufacturers – the 
Pennines being the main stumbling block; so trading had for years centred on 

Europe. After the canal Bill 
was passed in 1770, work 
began, and on 8th April 1773, 
the bells rang out to 
announce the opening of the 
section between Bingley and 
Skipton. Other sections 
would open over the years, 
but all in all it would take 
many more before one could 
traverse the whole canal.  
We will now walk along the 
canal as far as the ‘Junction’ 
where we shall see all that is 



left of the Bradford Canal, opened in 1774. We will stop at several places: Jane 
Hills; St. Paul’s viewpoint; opposite the site of the Whiting Mill riots of 1822, 
and finally the Junction of the Leeds Liverpool and Bradford canals. 
 

The little waterside hamlet of Jane Hills was built in 
various stages between 1796 and the mid-nineteenth 
century. Numbers 5,6, and 7 are the oldest cottages, 
and were used both as a textile workshop and as 
dwellings places. Wool would have been taken in via the 
blocked-up taking-in door on the gable abutting the 
canal. 
The taller building attached to the rear is mid-
nineteenth century and is thought at one time to have 
been a boatmen’s lodging house.  
 

St Paul’s Church was one of 
the last of the ‘Million’ 
churches erected under the 
Government grant authorised 
by the Million Act, set up to 
celebrate the defeat of 
Napoleon by the Duke of 
Wellington, and by which one 
million pounds was given over 
for the building of five 
hundred churches throughout the country. In his celebrated book ‘Round About 
Bradford’, (published circa 1880) William Cudworth – a 19th century historian, 
described the church as ‘considered as one of the best in the country’. The 

foundation-stone was laid on 
November 5th, 1823, and the 
building was opened in 1826 on 
the same day that Wilsden 
Church was opened, of which it 
is an exact counterpart. The 
day was not without drama, for 
as the ceremony got under way 
a platform collapsed, causing 
panic among the assembled 
crowd. Many persons were 
trampled upon, but no one was 
seriously hurt and the ceremony 



continued to its conclusion. The church cost £7687.19s.3d., and was arranged to 
seat 1488 persons. Cudworth described it as a ‘large Gothic structure, with 
nave, chancel, and tower...the tower originally contained six bells, but these have 
been augmented to an octave, and a movement is on foot to increase the number 
to ten, From the position of the church, the merry peals which are given out 

from these bells are heard to 
great advantage along 
Airedale.’ 
 
Whiting Mill is said to have 
been situated between the 
canal and Briggate and was the 
scene of a serious incident 
nearly two-hundred years ago. 
Wide-scale industrial unrest 
and riots broke out in the early 
19th century when factory 

owners tried to introduce power looms. 
Workers feared for their jobs as 
mechanisation began to take over traditional 
work-roles. An account of such a disturbance 
was reported in the Leeds Mercury, 
Saturday 20th April, 1822: “On Wednesday 
last, one of the scenes which have so 
frequently disgraced operative 
manufactures, took place at Shipley, near 
Bradford. Some gentlemen of Bradford had 
lately taken a room at a Worsted Mill 
[Whiting Mill] of Mr Joshua Taylor at 
Shipley, for the purpose of trying the 

experiment of weaving worsted 
by steam. The weavers of Shipley 
and some neighbouring villages, 
having learnt of the intentions of 
the worsted manufacturers of 
employing steam looms, 
assembled on Wednesday 
morning at Mr Taylor’s mill, and 
having obtained possession of the 
loom, broke it in pieces, and 
destroyed the warp in the loom. 



The constable of the township was obliged to consult his own safety by flight. 
The rioters, having effected their purpose, then dispersed.” 
Riots broke out in all ‘mill towns’ – one of the most serious took place at Skipton 
in 1842, when three thousand disgruntled workers from Lancashire descended  
on the town, where they held the inhabitants to ransom until the militia arrived. 
A skirmish took place between mounted soldiers with bayonets and out-of-
control workers. It was known as the ‘Great Annahills Fight.’ 

Our final stop on the 
canal is called the 
‘Junction’ and is the 
basin where the Leeds 
Liverpool Canal met the 
old Bradford Canal, and 
also where there is a 
good example of a 
possible pack-horse 
bridge. The footbridge – 
though seemingly not 

recorded – would appear to 
have originally been for pack-
horses. Its design would bear 
this out – low-walled, with a 
steep, though narrow surface 
made up of setts (blocks of 
stone). Just a few yards away 
a path makes its way between 
the mills which again, bears 
out our claim. 
By the side of the bridge is 

the basin, with all that is left 
of the former Bradford 
Canal – just 30 metres. The 
Bradford Branch Canal 
opened in 1774 linking 
Bradford with Liverpool and 
Goole. Originally three and a 
half miles long, the waterway 
took boats right into the 
centre of Bradford to 
Forster Square. 
Unfortunately, unlike its 



sister canal, the Bradford one 
had real problems with the water 
supply, and soon became stagnant, 
causing widespread disease. In 
1867 it had to close, then, after a 
clean-up was re-opened in 1872. 
However, it was only half its 
original length and never made a 
profit, thus paving the way for 
permanent closure in 1922. It was 
totally filled in by the 1950s – all 
except this last 30 metres!   

 
It is time to leave the canal and begin heading back towards our school, though 
not before seeing many more things of interest! From here we cross under the 

railway bridge on Dock Lane, and at the end turn right into Briggate. This road 
is dangerous so keep to the causeway at all times. We are heading towards the 
railway station but it is essential we use the pedestrian crossing at the junction 
of Commercial Street and Otley Road. DO NOT TRY TO CROSS THIS ROAD 
AT ANY OTHER POINT. On the hill in front of us is our next point of historic 
interest. 
 
In 1750 the evangelist Joseph Gawkrodger visited Windhill, where he gave a 
sermon at the Holt. He liked the area so much that he decided to build a Baptist 
Chapel here, and he chose a site close to the then centre of Shipley. He called 

the chapel ‘Bethel’ and it was the first 
permanent place of worship in Shipley. 
The building was probably about the size 
of a cottage, and soon had to be enlarged 
as the congregation increased. A comical 
situation developed when people wished 
to be baptised and having no baptistery 
in the chapel itself, recourse was had to 
the stream at Pricking Mill, and the 
stepping stones (the ‘Hippings’) on the 



River Aire. 
The most recent chapel was built in 1836 
but demolished some years ago. The 
attached burial ground survived and the 
gravestones are inscribed with many an old 
Shipley surname. The burial ground is 
overgrown and dangerous, and therefore 
should not really be visited. But we are 
going to lobby the local council to clean it up 
and open it to visitors; it is the least we 
should do, if only in respect for the 
residents here – they did after all build 
Shipley! 
Recently there has been reports of a 
ghostly figure seen flitting among the old 

gravestones. According to Andy 
Owens’ book ‘Haunted Bradford’, 
the spectre is described as male, 
and wears clothes that seem to 
resemble those of a Lord Mayor, 
complete with medallion and chain 
around the neck. It would be 
interesting if, through our efforts, 
we were to find a former lord 
mayor’s last resting place! Pundits 
say the old burial ground certainly 
lends itself to a haunting, situated 
as it is atop an ancient knoll, 
looking down on the streets below! 
 
Returning to the street below, we 
take the approach to the Shipley Railway Station. We enter the station to look 

at the ticket office and waiting 
room area. Since the 1820s, 
Bradford and Leeds businessmen 
had been lobbying for a railway 
between the two towns, and it 
was only after fourteen years of 
complaining did they get their 
wish. In 1844 the Leeds and 
Bradford Railway Company 



obtained permission to build the 
railway, which was finally opened in 
1846. No time was lost in building an 
extension to Colne via Shipley and 
Skipton, thus directly linking Shipley 
with Lancashire – a very important 
development indeed, when 
remembering how important it had 
been to have a canal do the same some 
70 years before. On March 1st, 1847, a 
steam engine called ‘Camilla’, with 
three coaches in tow, set out for Keighley where some 36 gallons of celebratory 
ale awaited the passengers – all workmen, and one of which was a female navvy 

(railway builder).  
By 1849 the full Leeds to 
Lancaster line was open, but 
there would be others. During 
the 1870s branch lines built 
by the Great Northern 
Railway and the Midland 
Railway linked Shipley with 
Wharfedale and Eccleshill, 
making Shipley a very busy 
station indeed, with 120 
passenger trains stopping 
daily! The original Railway 

Station was further down the line towards Bradford (about where the breaker’s 
yard is now), and it was a very ornate-looking building. Obviously it could not 
cope with all the traffic and therefore a new station was built to serve all the 
different lines. This is the station 
we see and use today.  
We use the underpass to leave the 
station, emerging in Station Road. 
Walking south, towards the 
breaker’s yard, and to where the 
original railway station was sited, we 
take a footpath that leads off up the 
hill to our right. This will bring us out 
on Otley Road, where, in the distance 
we can see our school. 



However, we have not 
quite finished our 
heritage trail yet. 
Crossing the road at 
the pedestrian crossing 
(and nowhere else!), we 
pass, on our right, the 
Oddfellows Hall of 
1840, which stands on 
the corner of Cross 

Banks. On the opposite side of the road is a large house in the style of a French 
chateau. Both these buildings are of architectural interest, and lead us into a 
group of streets known collectively as ‘Sunny Bank’ – built between 1862 and 
1866 by James Fyfe, a local lime 
and stone merchant.  
Passing four chalet-style houses on 
our left, we can admire the 
different styles of architecture 
employed in making this street 
unique.  
At the top turn left and continue to 
our school (look out for the tree 
fossils in a garden to our left), and 
to where our heritage trail ends. 

 
We really do hope you have enjoyed your walk 
through history with us. Maybe we will all do it 
again soon. 
 
Bye Bye! 
The Children of Shipley Primary School. 
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